
Dear Families,

Your children have grown so much during this school year, and they’ve worked hard to

continuously improve their reading skills and strategies. As the end of this school year

approaches, we are asking for your assistance to maintain and strengthen your child’s reading

skills throughout the summer months. As the demands of the school year decrease, summer

presents the perfect opportunity for students to continue building their love of reading.

Reading just 4 to 6 books over the summer has the potential to prevent a decline in reading

achievement scores from the spring to the fall.

The research shows that goal setting and freedom of choice have had a positive impact

on reading development over time. According to the current research, “When children select

reading materials themselves and read for enjoyment, they receive the most gains in reading

achievement, including better reading comprehension, writing style, vocabulary, spelling, and

grammatical development. Also, the longer that this free voluntary reading is practiced, the

more consistent and positive the results.” Therefore, we will leave you a list of suggested titles

and authors your child can select from but they are certainly welcome to seek guidance from

the local library, parents, teachers, and bestseller lists (Wakefield Books, Amazon, B & N

bestseller lists). Finally, we ask that you help guide your child to age-appropriate books. While

Dog Man and Diary of a Wimpy Kid books are enjoyable, we ask that they pick something for

this assignment that challenges them a little more.

In order to put these reading skills and strategies into action, two summer reading

projects will be required. Please see the sheet below for the specific requirements. They will

be due on September 1, 2023 but will be accepted as early as the first day of school. If you

have any questions regarding the assignments listed or book choices, please check the Google

Classroom as all materials are also there. You may also email me at

amdesantis@monsignorclarkeschool.org if you need further assistance. Happy reading!

Sincerely,

Amanda DeSantis

mailto:amdesantis@monsignorclarkeschool.org


PROJECT INSTRUCTIONS

1) Select two books. These books can be books from bestseller lists or recommendations

from librarians, friends, bookstores, etc.

2) There are three projects listed in the packet and/or Google Classroom. Select TWO
book projects to complete, one project for each book.

Some suggested titles from “bestseller lists”

Alan Gratz books (Refugee, Allies, Two Degrees…)

Freak the Mighty

Rules

Counting by 7s

Fish in a Tree

The Crossover

The Wednesday Wars

Beyond the Bright Sea

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus

Chains

Where the Red Fern Grows

Pax



PROJECT CHOICE #1

Character Head Characterization Rubric

Choose one character and characterize her/him using the template provided.

__________ POINTS AVAILABLE

__________ Character’s name in large font.

__________ Include one significant character quote to show what they are like.

__________ Include two images relevant to the character (concrete or abstract).

__________ Include three adjectives to describe the character’s traits. Underneath or

next to the trait, please include one sentence explaining why the

character fits that trait. (See attached list for character traits.)

__________ Briefly describe a turning point event involving the character.

__________ Include the title of the novel or story, author, and genre.

__________ Use an attractive color scheme with virtually no white space.

__________ All text is legible, dark, and attractive. The final text is not written in pencil.

__________ Head is securely glued to reinforced backing. (construction paper or

cardstock)

__________ Head and backing are cut and trimmed neatly.

__________ Error free in grammar, mechanics, and spelling.

__________ Full name AND grade on the back of the final product.

__________ Attention to detail, high quality of work, unfolded without creases and

crumples.

__________ Quality of work reflects knowledge and understanding of character.

__________ POINTS EARNED









PROJECT CHOICE #2 – Please be prepared to deliver a “book talk” when you return

to school. You will also hand in a typed copy of your book talk as well which will be

graded. * Remember what QUALITY written work looks like.

Book Talk Rubric
What you need to include Possible points Points earned
Hook your reader (question
or interesting statement)

5 points

Title and author (italicize
the title of the book)

5 points

Genre (What is the genre?
Why is your book that genre?)

5 points

Character(s) – name(s),
ages, a little about
them/Setting

10 points

Problem(s) 10 points

Brief summary (3-4
sentences) *Don’t give
away the ending!!!)

20 points

Recommendation(s)
Who might like this book?

10 points

Read a short passage or
quotation from the book

10 points

Presentation (voice volume,
clarity, answer questions
from the audience)

10 points

Conventions in the
document

10 points

Uploaded to Google
Classroom on time (picture
of the book cover, written
product including
requirements above)

5 points







PROJECT CHOICE #3 – “Alternate ending one pager”

I know there are some of you who love creative writing and storytelling, so

this project is for you! After you have finished reading your book and you

understand the resolution to the story, you have a chance to rewrite the ending.

Please rewrite the ending in the way that you would have liked the book to end.

Your writing will be kept to one page and will be printed out AND submitted

through Google Classroom.


