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Summer Reading – As Easy as 1-2-3 
 

Rising 3rd Graders should read three books over the summer in preparation for 
3rd Grade.  The first book is required reading for all students.  For the second book 
students should choose one book from Category #2 (Where Is).  For the third book 
students should choose one book from Category #3 (Free Choice).   
Required assignments are listed within each category. 
 

Selection #1: Third Grade Angels-Jerry Spinelli 
*Required Reading for all Rising 3rd Grade Students 
 
From Amazon Reviews 
George, aka "Suds," has just entered third grade, and he's heard the rhyme about 
"first grade babies/second grade cats/third grade angels/fourth grade rats," but 
what does this mean for his school year? It means that his teacher, Mrs. Simms, will 
hold a competition every month to see which student deserves to be awarded "the 
halo" - which student is best-behaved, kindest to others, and, in short, perfect. Suds 
is determined to be the first to earn the halo, but he's finding the challenge of 
always being good to be more stressful than he had anticipated. Does he have to 
be good even outside of school? Does he have to be nice to his annoying little 
sister? And if Mrs. Simms doesn't actually see him doing a good deed, does it even 
count?  

 
Please read Third Grade Angels close to the start of school as we will be doing some activities 
based on the book when school begins.  
*No additional work is required for this selection.   
 
Selection #2 - Where Is 
Select one of the following “Where Is” books to read. 
Required Facinating Facts Book Report is attached. 
 
 

● Where Is the Amazon?  
● Where Are the Great Pyramids? 
● Where Is Machu Picchu? 
● Where Is Mount Everest? 
● Where Is the Great Wall? 
● Where Are the Galapagos Islands? 
● Where Is Stonehenge? 
● Where Is Mount Rushmore? 
● Where Is the Great Barrier Reef? 
● Where Is the Colosseum? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Selection # 3: Free Choice: Select one of the following 3rd Grade Themed  Free 
Choice books to read. Required Book Jacket Project instructions are attached. 

 
 
 

1. Beatrice Zinker-Upside Down Thinker by Shelley Johannes 
From Amazon Reviews 
Beatrice does her best thinking upside down. Hanging from trees by her knees, doing handstands, 
for Beatrice Zinker, upside down works every time. She was definitely upside down when she and 
her best friend, Lenny, agreed to wear matching ninja suits on the first day of third grade. But when 
Beatrice shows up at school dressed in black, Lenny arrives with a cool new outfit and a cool new 
friend. Even worse, she seems to have forgotten all about the top-secret operation they planned! 
Can Beatrice use her topsy-turvy way of thinking to save the mission, mend their friendship, and flip 
things sunny-side up? 
 
 
 
 

2. Jake Drake, Know It All by Andrew Clements 
From Amazon Reviews 
MEET JAKE DRAKE, KNOW-IT-ALL  
Jake Drake is excited about Despres Elementary School's first science fair. He wants to win the 
grand prize: a brand-new Hyper-Cross-Functional Bluntium Twelve computer system. And he really 
wants to beat the third-grade know-it-alls, Marsha McCall and Kevin Young. The trouble is, to beat 
the know-it-alls, Jake has to become a know-it-all himself. And he may just lose more than he wins.  
 
 
 

3.  I Was A 3rd Grade Spy by Mary Jane Auch 
From Amazon Reviews 
Believe it or not–and you better believe it–Josh’s dog Arful can talk! This is very useful to Josh and 
his pals who want to win the school talent contest. First the boys have to find out what the girls are 
planning for the contest. That’s when they send Arful to get an earful by spying on the girls. Just 
wait until show time to see what Arful the spy uncovers. 

 
 
4. Kelsey Green Reading Queen  by Claudia Mills 
From Amazon Reviews 
Kelsey Green is the best reader in the third grade--well, maybe tied for best with know-it-all Simon 
Ellis. When the principal Mr. Boone announces a school-wide reading contest, complete with a 
pizza party for the winning class and a special certificate for the top readers in each grade, she 
knows she's just the person to lead Mrs. Molina's third graders to victory. But how can they win when 
her classmate Cody Harmon doesn't want to read anything, and even Kelsey's best friends Annika 
and Izzy don't live up to her expectations? And could Simon possibly be reading all of those books 
that he claims he is, or is he lying to steal Kelsey's rightful spot at the top? 
 
5. Carver Chronicles  – Dog Days by Karen English.  
From Booklist 
Third-grader Gavin knows “you have to start over whenever you change schools.” He has made 
one new friend so far—Richard—but there is still so much his new classmates don’t know yet, like 
that he is practically a soccer star and really good at his times tables. Gavin’s attempts to fit in are 
further hampered when he has to spend a week walking his great-aunt Myrtle’s Pomeranian so he 
can pay back his older sister for the snow globe he and Richard broke. How Gavin survives the 
week—makes for a tale of small triumphs.  
 
 
6. Jasmine Toguchi-Mochi Queen  by Debbi Michiko Florence.  
From Amazon Reviews 
Eight-year-old Jasmine Toguchi is a flamingo fan, tree climber, and top-notch mess-maker! She's 
also tired of her big sister, Sophie, always getting to do things first. For once, Jasmine wishes SHE 
could do something before Sophie―something special, something different. The New Year 
approaches, and as the Toguchi family gathers in Los Angeles to celebrate, Jasmine is jealous that 
her sister gets to help roll mochi balls by hand with the women. Her mom says that Jasmine is still 
too young to join in, so she hatches a plan to help the men pound the mochi rice instead. Surely 
her sister has never done THAT before. But pounding mochi is traditionally reserved for boys. And 
the mochi hammer is heavier than it looks. Can Jasmine build her case and her mochi-making 
muscles in time for New Year's Day? 

 



 
 

7. Horrible Harry Moves Up To 3rd Grade – by Suzy Kline 
From Amazon Reviews 
Third grade brings lots of surprises, but one thing hasn't changed a bit--Harry and Sidney are still 
sworn enemies. And their relationship only gets worse when Sidney accidentally kills Harry's pet 
spider. But Harry comes up with a horribly funny way to get revenge during a class trip to a 
creepy copper mine. 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Ruby and the Booker Boys by Derrick Barnes 
From Amazon Reviews 
Brought to you by Newbery Honor author Derrick Barnes, eight-year-old Ruby Booker is the baby 
sis of Marcellus (11), Roosevelt (10), and Tyner (9), the most popular boys on Chill Brook Ave. When 
Ruby isn't hanging with her friend, Theresa Petticoat, she's finding out what kind of mischief her 
brothers are getting into. She's sweet and sassy and every bit as tough as her older siblings. She 
sings like nobody's business; she has a pet iguana named Lady Love; her favorite color is 
grape-jelly purple; and when she grows up, she's going to be the most famous woman animal 
doctor on the planet. She's the fabulous, oh-so-spectacular Ruby Marigold Booker! 
 
 
9. Quinny and Hopper by Adriana Brad Schanen 
From School Library Journal      
Eight-year-old Quinny reluctantly moves from New York City to the "middle of nowhere," also 
known as Whisper Valley. On arrival, she decides that the new town and anything involving the 
new house are no fun. Longing for a new friend, she introduces herself to Hopper, the boy next 
store who "appears to be her size." This likable twosome have endless adventures, such as trying 
to catch Freya, the chicken; climbing trees; and juggling. It isn't until mean Victoria comes around 
spouting her rules for third grade that Quinny questions her friendship with Hopper. According to 
Victoria, boys play with boys and girls play with girls. Little do the two know that school holds 
surprises for both of them.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

10. Marty McGuire Has Too Many Pets - Kate Messner 
From Booklist 
Marty persuades her teacher to turn the class talent show into a benefit for the nearby Great Ape 
Sanctuary. Wanting to raise more money but reluctant to ask her parents for help, Marty starts a 
clandestine pet-sitting service in her basement. Disaster strikes when both Bitsy the six-foot python 
and Houdini the gerbil escape.  
 
 
 
11. Third Grade Detectives - The Mystery of the Stolen Statue - George Stanley 
From Amazon Reviews 
The Third-Grade Detectives are looking forward to their field trip to a local art museum, where a 
priceless fifteenth-century statue of Joan of Arc is on loan from a Paris museum. But when they 
arrive, they discover that the statue has been stolen! The police quickly find the statue -- smashed 
into pieces and thrown in a Dumpster. Why would someone steal the statue only to destroy it?  
 
 
 
12. Ada Lace on the Case by Emily Calandrelli 
From Amazon Reviews 
 
Ada Lace—third-grade scientist and inventor extraordinaire—has discovered something awful: her 
neighbor’s beloved Yorkie has been dognapped! With the assistance of a quirky neighbor named 
Nina (who is convinced an alien took the doggie) and her ever-growing collection of gadgets, 
Ada sets out to find the wrongdoer. As their investigation becomes more and more mysterious, 
Ada and Nina grow closer, proving that opposites do, in fact, attract. 
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Create a Book Jacket!
This project should be completed for your "Free Choice" Book Selection from #3 on the 

Summer Reading Reading List. It’s your job to create a book jacket. The purpose of a 
book jacket is to entice the reader by shoWing them highlights of the book in 

Words and pictures. Be careful not to give aWay the entire plot!
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