Monsignor Clarke School - Rising 3rd Graders
Summer 2018 - Mrs. Ross

Summer Reading – As Easy as 1-2-3
Rising 3rd Graders should read three books over the summer in preparation for
3rd Grade. The first book is required reading for all students. For the second book
students should choose one book from Category #2 (Biographies). For the third book
students should choose one book from Category #3 (Free Choice).
Required assignments are listed within each category.

Selection #1: Third Grade Angels-Jerry Spinelli

*Required Reading for all Rising 3rd Grade Students

From Amazon Reviews
George, aka "Suds," has just entered third grade, and he's heard the rhyme about
"first grade babies/second grade cats/third grade angels/fourth grade rats," but what
does this mean for his school year? It means that his teacher, Mrs. Simms, will hold a
competition every month to see which student deserves to be awarded "the halo" which student is best-behaved, kindest to others, and, in short, perfect. Suds is
determined to be the first to earn the halo, but he's finding the challenge of always
being good to be more stressful than he had anticipated. Does he have to be good
even outside of school? Does he have to be nice to his annoying little sister? And if
Mrs. Simms doesn't actually see him doing a good deed, does it even count?
Please read Third Grade Angels close to the start of school as we will be doing some activities
based on the book when school begins.
*No additional work is required for this selection.

Selection #2 - Biographies
Select one of the following biographies to read.
Required Biography Detective report is attached.
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Who was Rosa Parks?
Who was Louis Armstrong?
Who was Sally Ride?
Who was Babe Ruth?
Who is Jane Goodall?
Who was Frida Kahlo?
Who was Madame Curie?
Who was Nelson Mandala?
Who was Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart?
Who is Malala Yousafzai?

Selection # 3: Free Choice: Select one of the following Free Choice books to
read. Required Book Jacket Project instructions are attached..
1. 2030 : A Day in the Life of Tomorrow’s Kids by Amy Zuckerman, James
Daly, and John Manders

From School Library Journal
A talking dog, a housecleaning robot, and a three-dimensional "data orb" are among
the many cool features that kids might enjoy in the future, according to this lighthearted
look at 2030. The breezy narrative follows one boy through a typical day, highlighting
many interesting aspects of his world. Fanciful cartoon drawings show a lively and
appealing world full of new and intriguing activities that correspond neatly to modern
equivalents.

2. The Year of the Dog – Grace Lin

From Children’s Book Review
When her family celebrates Chinese New Year, ringing in the Year of the Dog, Pacy
(Grace is her American name) wonders what the coming months will bring. Her relatives
explain that the Year of the Dog is traditionally the year when people "find themselves,"
discovering their values and what they want to do with their lives. With big expectations
and lots of questions, the narrator moves through the next 12 months trying to figure out
what makes her unique and how she fits in with her family, friends and classmates.

3. In Aunt Lucy's Kitchen by Cynthia Rylant

From Reading A-Z
Nine-year-old cousins Lilly, Rosie, and Tess are living with their Aunt Lucy for an entire year
while their parents tour the world as ballet dancers. The three girls all have their own
rooms in the attic of Aunt Lucy's house. As summer vacation approaches, the girls decide
to start a cookie company. Little do they know that by making cookies, they'll also be
making lots of new friends in the neighborhood. Their cookie business makes it a summer
they will always remember.

4. The Miniature World of Marvin & James by Ellsie Broach

From Amazon Reviews
James is going on vacation for a week, and his best friend, Marvin the beetle, has to stay
at home. Without James to keep him company, Marvin has to play with his annoying
cousin, Elaine. Marvin and Elaine quickly find themselves getting into all sorts of
trouble―even getting trapped inside a pencil sharpener! Marvin misses James and starts
to worry about their friendship. Will James still be Marvin's friend when he gets home or
will James have found a new best friend?

5. Bellyache by Crystal Marcos

From Amazon Reviews
When Peter Fischer sets out to help his grandfather at Papa's Sweet Shop, he will quickly
learn that sneaking sweets and covering up his sugar-dusted tracks will have major
consequences. As Peter is transported to a mysteriously delicious, faraway land, a curious
people known as the Candonites, some of whom have no time for a non-Candonite, will
teach Peter a lesson on what it means to be different and what it means to forgive.

6. Quinny and Hopper by Adriana Brad Schanen

From School Library Journal
Eight-year-old Quinny reluctantly moves from New York City to the "middle of
nowhere," also known as Whisper Valley. On arrival, she decides that the new town
and anything involving the new house are no fun. Longing for a new friend, she
introduces herself to Hopper, the boy next store who "appears to be her size." This
likable twosome have endless adventures, such as trying to catch Freya, the chicken;
climbing trees; and juggling. It isn't until mean Victoria comes around spouting her
rules for third grade that Quinny questions her friendship with Hopper. According to
Victoria, boys play with boys and girls play with girls. Little do the two know that school
holds surprises for both of them.

7. Third Grade Detectives - The Mystery of the Stolen Statue - George Stanley

From Amazon Reviews
The Third-Grade Detectives are looking forward to their field trip to a local art museum,
where a priceless fifteenth-century statue of Joan of Arc is on loan from a Paris
museum. But when they arrive, they discover that the statue has been stolen! The
police quickly find the statue -- smashed into pieces and thrown in a Dumpster. Why
would someone steal the statue only to destroy it?

8. The Magic Half by Annie Barrows

From Amazon Reviews
Miri is the non twin child in a family with two sets of them, older brothers and younger
sisters. When her family moves to an old farmhouse in a new town the only good thing
seems to be Miri’s ten sided attic bedroom. When Miri gets sent to her room after
accidentally bashing her big brother on the head she finds herself in the same room
only not quite. Without meaning to she has found a way to travel back in time to 1935
where she discovers Molly a girl her own age very much in need of a loving family.

9. Marty McGuire Has Too Many Pets - Kate Messner

From Booklist
Marty persuades her teacher to turn the class talent show into a benefit for the nearby
Great Ape Sanctuary. Wanting to raise more money but reluctant to ask her parents for
help, Marty starts a clandestine pet-sitting service in her basement. Disaster strikes when
both Bitsy the six-foot python and Houdini the gerbil escape.

10. Carver Chronicles – Book One – Dog Days series by Karen English.

From Booklist
Third-grader Gavin knows “you have to start over whenever you change schools.” He
has made one new friend so far—Richard—but there is still so much his new classmates
don’t know yet, like that he is practically a soccer star and really good at his times
tables. Gavin’s attempts to fit in are further hampered when he has to spend a week
walking his great-aunt Myrtle’s Pomeranian so he can pay back his older sister for the
snow globe he and Richard broke. How Gavin survives the week—makes for a tale of
small triumphs.
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Create a Book Jacket!
This project should be completed for your "Free Choice" Book Selection from #3 on the
Summer Reading Reading List. It’s your job to create a book jacket. The purpose of a
book jacket is to entice the reader by shoWing them highlights of the book in
Words and pictures. Be careful not to give aWay the entire plot!
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Designing Your Book Jacket
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Book Jacket Example
Front Cover
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Copyright 2016-HappyTeacherHappyStudents

Name:________________________________________________________

Book Jacket
Grading Rubric

FrontCover: ____ / 15
_____Title (3)
_____ Author’s Name (3)
_____ Your Name (3)
_____ Illustration (6)
Back Cover: ____ / 20
_____ Barcode & Publisher (5)
_____ Book Summary(10)
_____ Quote (5)

Front Flap: ____ / 20

_____ Character Description (15)
_____ Illustration (5)

RearFlap: ____ / 10
_____Author’s Name (2)
_____ Summary of Author’s Life (6)
_____ Illustration (2)

Spelling/Grammar: ____ / 15
_____ Correct Spelling & Grammar (15)

Overall Creativity & Neatness: ____ / 20
_____ Colorful & Creative (10)
_____ Neatly Assembled (10)

TOTALPOINTS: _____ / 100
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